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And now thou art silent! Wherefore dost thou not say Shakuni was a cheat, as all know."
Now the'uproar and the dispute grew so loud, that at last the learned Vidura rising, addressed the Assembly thus :
" O assembled Kings, behold the great danger of war about ye. The sons alike of Dritarasta and Pandu are to blame. Lo ! they are even now disputing about a royal lady before ye, and that is shame unutterable. Lo ! the prosperity of your Kingdoms is at an end, for if virtue be abandoned by one of us, it is abandoned by all. Therefore decide the question the blessed lady had put to us. Is she bond or free ? "
On this King Dritarasta, recognising the danger of war, and being desirous of escaping from it, hastened to put an end to the dispute and, declaring that Yudistra, having lost himself was incapable of staking a free woman, called Dropadi to him, and addressing her said :
" O first of all my daughters-in-law, ask of me a boon in compensation for this that thou hast suffered through my sons."
Then Dropadi asked that Yudistra, her husband, should be freed from slavery. And this being granted her, Dritarasta said to her again :
" Lo ! first of all my daughters-in-law, ask yet another boon ! For the fault of my sons Duryodana and Yudistra is twofold, and thou dost deserve recompense for both."
Then Dropadi asked for the freedom of Bhima and Arjuna and the twins also. And this being granted her, King Dritarasta, highly pleased with her address, offered her yet a third boon ; but she refused it saying :
" O King of Kings, it is written that a merchant may ask one boon, a soldier two, a beggar

